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A hub for free arts & culture

Guiding
Principles

Imagine the possibilities of The Bay A walkable, safe district linking community
and neighborhoods to The Bay

Celebrate natural beauty and
environmental health

A gathering place for family, friends
and fun

A financially feasible, sustainable
long-term success

/ TRANSFORMATION

ENLIVENED DESTINATION

GREEN & BLUE OASIS



TIF APPROVED

The City & County
Commissions establish
TIF for capital
improvements in The
Bay Park.  

CITY COMMISSION
APPROVED PHASE 1
SITE PLAN 

On March 8, 2021 the
Sarasota City Commission
approved the Phase 1 Site
Plan.

CITY COMMISSION
ADOPTED THE GUIDING

PRINCIPLES



180,000+
September 2021

170+
Community/Public
Meetings

180,000+
Total Connections Through

8,600+

200+

12,500+

6,000+
Survey Respondents

3

September 2021

Community
Surveys



Our Site - 1930s



Approved Master Plan

Turning a Parking Lot into a Park



Site Aerial Master Plan
September 2018

Current
Master Plan



Approved 
Phase 1 Site Plan





Phase 1 Concession and Restrooms



Phase 1 Playground



Mangrove Bayou Walkway



Mangrove Bayou Walkway



Mangrove Bayou



Fountain Garden 



Water Quality
(Upland)
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BOULEVARD OF THE ARTS

BAFFLE
BOX

BAFFLE
BOX

BIO-RETENTION

BIO-RETENTION

Implemented Best Management
Practices (BMPs)

The Bay, Phase 1
DENITRIFICATION
TRENCH

NO-MOW ZONES



Implemented Best Management
Practices (BMPs)

The Bay, Phase 1
BAFFLE BOX



Implemented Best Management
Practices (BMPs)

The Bay, Phase 1
BAFFLE BOX

SCREEN

SKIMMER

TURBULENCE
DEFLECTORS

SEDIMENT TRAPS

OUTLET

INLET



Implemented Best Management
Practices (BMPs)

The Bay, Phase 1
BAFFLE BOX

BAFFLE
BOX 2

BAFFLE
BOX 1

STORM
DRAIN

STORM
DRAIN

- BAFFLE BOX 1: Over 18
acres urban runoff
treated

- BAFFLE BOX 2: Over 8
acres urban runoff
treated

- 15-45% TN / TP
Removed

- 50% TSS Removed



Implemented Best Management
Practices (BMPs)

The Bay, Phase 1
BIO-RETENTION

- 70-80% TN / TP
Removed

- 90% TSS Removed



Implemented Best Management
Practices (BMPs)

The Bay, Phase 1
DENITRIFICATION TRENCH

- Pilot project

- 600 Feet Long

- 50-90% expected TN /
TP removal efficiency

- Can treat surface
runoff and
groundwater

- Organic material in
trench provides energy
for microorganisms
that convert nitrates to
nitrogen gas
(denitrification)



Implemented Best Management
Practices (BMPs)

The Bay, Phase 1
DENITRIFICATION TRENCH



Implemented Best Management
Practices (BMPs)

The Bay, Phase 1
NO-MOW ZONES



Implemented Best Management
Practices (BMPs)

The Bay, Phase 1
REDUCING IMPERVIOUS SURFACE

Reducing impervious
surface… ADD 1/3 2/3
IMP REF

- Decreases nutrient
loading

- Decreases runoff,
resulting in more of
the nutrient load
filtering through soil



Water Quality
(Submerged)
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• Oysters are a natural filtration system that
improve water quality

• A single oyster can filter up to 50 gallons of
seawater per day

• Provide erosion protection

• Resistant to the effects of red tide

• Can use oysters from restaurant waste

OYSTER REEF



CLAM SEEDING

• Clams are also a natural filtration system that
improve water quality

• They live in soft bottoms where oysters are not
found

• A single clam can filter up to 20 gallons of
seawater per day

• Resistant to the effects of red tide

• Sarasota Bay Watch (SBW) with the Mote Marine
Laboratory and Florida Fish & Wildlife Research
Institute (FWRI) will seed and monitor the clams



• Mimic natural reef habitat

• Made of marine-friendly materials

• Snorkeling attraction for visitors

REEF BALLS



• Simulate function of mangrove roots (habitat
for filtering sea life and fish)

• Improve water quality within 12–15-foot radius

• Grows over 3 0 0 f ish per year

• Grows over 2 0 0 c rab s per year

• Cle ans  over  3 0 , 0 00 gal lons  of  water  per d ay

MINI REEFS



SEAGRASS PLANTING
• Will improve water clarity

• Provides food and shelter for marine life



PERVIOUS
PAVEMENT

NO-MOW ZONES

SHALLOW
RETENTION

RESILIENT /
NATURALIZED

SHORELINE

The Future of Water Quality at

The Bay WET DETENTION
FILTER MARSH

HOG CREEK
RESTORATION






