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The Bay Park Master Plan for the 53-acre site includes:
Waterfront promenades and walkways along Sarasota Bay, including the ½-mile, 10-foot-wide
Mangrove Bayou Walkway
Walking paths through the historic oak and cabbage palm hammock surrounding the restored
Mangrove Bayou
Botanical gardens at the Sarasota Garden Club and the restored Fountain Garden
Multiple green lawns and open spaces of varying sizes throughout the park
Ongoing mangrove “windowing” by certified professionals that preserves select bay views while
maintaining wildlife habitat, improving water quality, protecting the shoreline, and strengthening
coastal resilience
Conversion of hardened shorelines to living resilient shorelines with small natural beaches that
accommodate periodic flooding and storm surge associated with tropical storms
A multi-faceted stormwater treatment train that integrates natural and engineered Best
Management Practices and improves water quality before flowing into Sarasota Bay
Removal of 2–3 feet of polluted silt from the Mangrove Bayou to restore tidal flow, promote
seagrass growth, and improve habitat for native plants and wildlife
Removal of 3,000+ cubic yards of toxic sediment from the Canal boat basin, including arsenic,
nitrogen, and phosphate

Natural and Environmental Features of The Bay

The Bay conserves, preserves, restores and transforms 53 acres of precious city-owned land
along Sarasota Bay from what was mostly parking lot into a blue and green oasis – providing a
sustainable bayfront gathering place for the community to experience and enjoy a wide range
of park uses, free programs and events.

Environmental Improvements at The Bay
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Improved tidal flushing of the Mangrove Bayou increases dissolved oxygen, reduces stagnant water that can
support mosquito breeding, and reduces the accumulation and transport of sediments that can smother oyster
beds, corals, and seagrasses in Sarasota Bay.

Habitat restoration restores degraded natural areas, expands intertidal habitat, and enhances native plant and
wildlife communities while interpreting the site’s natural history.

Removal of invasive vegetation along the shoreline eliminates non-native plant species and reduces the spread
of invasive seeds throughout the region.

Restoration of natural hydroperiods — the alternating cycles of flooding and drying essential to healthy coastal
ecosystems — helps restore the historic function of the Sarasota Bay ecosystem while reducing prolonged water
levels that can damage habitats and shorelines.

Ecologically sensitive design incorporates elevated structures (a minimum of 5 feet above mean high water) and
light-transmitting materials, such as grated decking, to allow sunlight to reach the habitat below. The Master Plan
also incorporates Low Impact Development (LID) principles and the ADaPT toolkit for flood-adaptive design to
improve long-term environmental resilience.

Every year, 300+ million gallons of polluted stormwater
runoff from nearby N. Tamiami Trail and from the rest of
the site flows directly into Sarasota Bay.

The Bay park includes a “treatment train” that cleans
stormwater through:

Above- and below-ground stormwater baffle boxes
that remove silt and pollutants from onsite and offsite
runoff running through stormwater pipes
A 600’ x 6’ x 6’ denitrification trench
Stormwater treatment natural ponds and marshes
30 – 50 ft. native plant shoreline buffers along all
bayfront edges of the park
Pervious paving at key locations
Underwater features including vertical oyster gardens
(VOGs)

The first ten acres of park (known as Phase 1) which
opened in October 2022 includes the first section of this
“treatment train” and cleans ~40 million gallons of run-off
each year.

Water Quality Improvement
Features of The Bay

Additional Environmental Benefits of The Bay

Environmental Education and
Recreation Benefits of The Bay

Public education through free park
programming and interpretive signage
demonstrates how site enhancements
improve the water quality of runoff into
Sarasota Bay -- inspiring kids of all ages to
become stewards of the environment.

Hands-on and feet-in environmental
learning laboratories and experiences
immerse park guests and educate about
the area’s aquatic plant and animal habitat.

A variety of in-park resilient shoreline
approaches serve as inspiration for re-
application in other public and private
spaces.

Increased opportunity for recreation,
improved connectivity to city and regional
trail systems, planting that provides shade
and reduces temperatures, and enhanced
access to the water improve the overall
health of the region’s citizens.

Learn More: Sustainability &
Environmental Information

The Bay | Building a Resilient
Sarasota Park Presentation

Learn More About Environmental
Efforts at The Bay
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